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Summary 



2. 



iSSO) Back in the friendly confines of Baata Iftea, a pueblo 
deep in the president's hone state ot Barinae, Cbavea enjoyed the 
adulation of a carefully screened crowded 5-6 thou* and snppertere 
as he forcefully launched the coatroveraial Land and Agrarian 
Reform Law. In a Bt em-winding apeech. the President vented hi* 
rase at the 'enemies of the revolution" and declared he would 
•rather die than turn back from hie historic mission." Several 
thousand red-clad Buppcxtere bused in earlier that morniBsj endured 
a sweltering day in the dusty lowland town. By the time'the 
President 's%erty arrived in a small flotilla of helicopter a, a 
si table minority of the crowd had given up and departed. Military 
presence in the form of checkpoints and sentries along the 
higbwaya and in Santa Inea was extraordinary, an* 



A very effective work Stoppage 

3. <D) The long drive from the city of Merida to the town of 
Barinas in thellanoe of Veneaueia revealed an extremely effective 
work stoppage. Hearty every ehop. reataurent and factory had 
their steel curtain •aantemarUs- drawn tightly down over their 
facades. Even the state- owned PDVSA gaa atationa and public 
achools were closed all along the i60-kllometer route and the 
roada were deserted. In the government- friendly town of Barinas, 
a few more establishments were open, but the sense of it being a 
sleepy Sunday morning was pervasive. 



Playing to the Home Crowd 

S <U) The hamlet of Santa Ines (the site of an earlier land 
reform movement led by local hero B B quiel Zamora) Ilea 50 
kilometers south of Barinae. The military presence along this 
section of the route was extraordinary. Hot only did one have to 
pass through three heavily manned checkpointa where every vehicle 
was inspected and driver questioned, but a pair of sentries 
bearing assault rifles marked each- kilometer. By the time Bconoff 
arrived at noon, the single road leading into the town was blocked 
and several dozen buses were letting off their passengers for the 
long walk into town. 

6 . (SHU) Many of the arriving supporters unfurled large banners 
bearing the by now standard Bolivarian decrees: The land la now 
free tod the oligarchs tremble," •Thousands of families await 
their rightful land, • "He urge you Chaves, do not turn back from 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: JOHN L MILLS 
DATE/CASE ID: 05 JUN 2006 200304421 



CONFIDENTIAL 



UNCLASSIFIED 




UNCLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 



the Revolution." <»ote« Although "one banner, appeared 
the v..t majority ware of profewional quality. When asked, the 

atoitt«d th* banner, were di.tributed by KVB organiser, at 
their point* of departure.) r 

7 (SBO) Early in tbe afternoon, the mood wan festive and the 
people -ere expectant that the coning speech would make 
promi.*. of land. Having traveled aince early aorning, hardly any 
of the arrival! were aware of the situation in Caracas or 
elsewhere in Venezuela - The general oonaenaua was that the 
presidential party would be arriving shortly and the crowd would 
be on its way hcae by aid-afternoon. .A» itwas along the appro** 
route tbe military preeence in town waa high — amy, navy. 
^&e!^atlonalQuLd, the various police force. -- and they 
were not dressed Cor the parade ground, but in field uniform., 
with camouflage-painted face, and full weapon complement. 



Bolivar ian Fatigue 



8 (SBU) The rally in Santa Xnes waa scheduled to coamence at one 
o'clock and by early afternoon neat of the 5-5 thousand 
•ChiviBta«- were in place in the .nailer of the town' . two public 

Muaree. A* tbe heat increased, the town', vendor, and few 

Saiga, made a killing wiling beer to the crowd, of aoatly 

vounanen reaming tbe .treat*. Fireworlee were lit off (with 
varying degrees of aaf ety conaciouane.B> and n*..ive "pe^era 
blaied au>ic to the restless crowd. But by the time Chaves's 
helicopter, arrived in a cloud of duet at four-thirty, many of the 
iolivaiian revolutionaries had called it a day and were »e«i 
drifting back exhausted to the bueea and truck. U»d along the 
roada leading into town. 

9 (SBU) The epeech itself wa. an anti-climax. Although the crowd 
that^eaaiaed in the main square wa. energised by the arrsVal of 
the Prudent, and Chave. wa. in high dung.on .laaaing the 



•enemies of the Revolution and oppre..or« of the People, they 
wanted more- When it became clear that Chaves would not be 
issuing specific proai«ee of land, nor* than one supporter 
■houted "when will we get the land?" (Note : One somewhat 
critical banner read -Zaaora gave us the land, but you only want 
w lenTitTref erring to the tend l*ra restriction on the .ale 
It confiacated/redistributed land.) Despite the late hour and 
lackof specifics, the crowd did enjoy the aggresaive tone of the 
President's discourse. 
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